Du Pont Blamed! 
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U. S. Charges Lucite , 

Tied Up by Patents I 

Special Assistant Attorney Gen- £ 
eral Walter R. Hutchinson charged ^ 
today that E. i. duPont de * 
Nemours and Company was Un- < 
able to meet 1941 defense deliy- j 
eries of lucite, vital material for 
military planes, because of a re- 
strictive cross-licensing patent- 
agreement. 

In tetimony before the Senate 
^C^ittee, Hutchinson 
said that duPont, in an attempt 
to avoid patent litigation Over In- 
cite, . consummated the cross- 
licensing agreement with Rohm 
Philadelphia in 
1939. It limited duPont’s produc- 
tion of the material to one-half 
of the output of .the Philadelphia 
firm, he asserted. 

Behind Schedule 

Hi January 1941, "with a capacity 
of 35,000 square feet of salable 
Cast sheets per month, duPont [ 
was so far behind its orders that| 
it was unable to quote deliveries 
before October 1, 1941,” Hutchin- 
son said. 

is considering i 
l^islation which would empower i 
the President to license war pat- 1 
ents, at “reasonable” terms, to i 
Woducers during an emergency. ! 
HutcWnson explained that he had i 
^iTCted lucite (called plexiglas by | 
Rohm & Haas) as an example of i 
field^^*™*' situation in the plasties i 

In 1941, duPont wished to! 
breaK the crbss-licensing agree- 
. ment and told officials <of Rohm ^ 

& Haas they “could either lift the 
restramt or duPont would inform 
the Government of the license 
restriction,” Hutchinson said. The 
I two fims are still negotiating the ' 
[issue, he added. ' 
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I Cartels Revealed 

j In the course of this investiga- 
Ition, the antitrust division dis- 
: covered there existed five corpora- 
tions, two American, one En p- !i.=u 
and two German, which were , 
linked by a series of secret carteP 
agreements,” he said. 

Hutchinson named the compa- 
nies as Rohm & Haas; Resinous 
Products and Chemical Company 
wS:’ Pliiladelphia (owned by 
^hm & Haas) ; Rohm & Haas A 
G-, Darmstadt, Germany I g 
P arbenindustrie, A. G., (German 
Chemical Trust, and ImS 
Chemical Industries, Ltd., Londom 


